Sklansky creates charming tale starring a duck

THE DUCK WHO
PLAYED THE KAZOO

by Amy Sklansky. Clarion
Books. 32 pp. SI6.

By SusaN PiErCE
Stary WRITER
Former Chattanoogan Amy
Sklansky's fifth children's book
is an imaginative lark about a
kazoo-playing duck.
The lone wildlife left at
his lake after a hurricane has
blown through, this duck finds
solace from loneliness in his
kazoo ditties.
But as he flies south for
| the winter he discovers a new
| covey of ducks. He reaches out
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to make friends the best way
he knows: entertaining them
with his kazoo melodies.

The charming children’s
tale is written in lilting rhymes
with a repetitive catchphrase
that will have children join-
ing in the duck’s kazoo music.
Sklansky shows a remarkable
knack for conveying emotion
with minimal use of words,
supported by the whimsi-
cal illustrations of Tiphanie
Beeke.

A delightful tale of lost and
found friendship for preschool
children.

E-mail Susan Pierce at
spierce(@timesfreepress.com
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children’s literature? My
career began as a children’s
book editor for HarperCollins in
New York City. While | enjoyed
working with authors and
artists as an editor, | thought
that being an author looked
like way too much fun not to
try it myself. Being an editor
for a number of years helped
educate me on the history and
current trends in children’s
literature; invaluable knowledge
to an author.

What books have you
had published? “From the
Doghouse: Poems to Chew
On," (Henry Holt, 2002);
“Skeleton Bones and
Groans: Poems for Halloween,”
(Henry Holt, 2004); “Where
Do Chicks Come From?”
(HarperCollins, 2005); “My
Daddy and Me,” (Scholastic/
Cartwheel Books, 2005); and
“The Duck Who Played the
Kazoo,” (Clarion, 2008).

What is the trick to writing
a successful children’s book?

The challenge of writing

right tone for your audience

— all within the confines of 32
illustrated pages. What makes
a childred’s book so compelling
is the way the words work in
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